
Rules for Paris V style tournament debates 
Our debates are based on the rules and procedures of the House of Commons.  

Composition of a team 

 Each team is composed of at least one coach and no more than eight debaters. 

 Coaches are not allowed to debate. Besides coaching their team, their role consists in 

representing their team at the FDA meeting and taking part in the organization of the 

tournament, including the debates involving their team. 

 To qualify to participate in a debate, the team must be composed of: 

o no more than 8 people per team, 5 debaters per team per debate. 
o at least 2 French native speakers (regardless of nationality). 
o no more than 2 English native speakers per team, 1 per debate. 
o no more than 2 bilingual speakers per team, 1 per debate (defined as someone 

who has spent five years or more in an English-speaking educational 
institution or someone with at least one parent who is a native speaker). 

o no more than 2 returnees per team, 1 per debate (defined as someone who 
has already participated in the FDA tournament at any point in their life). 

 

Debate preparation 

 The motion (and which side will propose or oppose in the case of play-off debates and 

semi-finals) will be disclosed to debaters four days before the debate so that they can 

begin preparation. 

 The semi-final takes place in a neutral location and the sides as well as the motion are 

attributed randomly. 

 In the run-up to the final, the motion and sides will be disclosed seven days before the 

debate which will take place in a neutral location. 

 The motions for all tournament debates are selected then attributed randomly by the 

FDA committee. 

 During the pool phase, the Government (the side which proposes the motion) is the host 

team and the Opposition is the visiting team.  

 Each member institution hosts one debate and travels for the second debate.  

 The coach of the host team is expected to organize the debate: 

o Reserving a suitable room  
o finding a chairman and a timekeeper 
o providing refreshments (which can be reimbursed by the FDA if necessary) 

 

 



Running of the debate 

In the Paris V debating style, five speakers from the Government and five speakers from the 

Opposition speak consecutively for 6 minutes each. 

The debate starts with the first speaker of the Government followed by the first speaker of the 

Opposition and so forth until the final speech by the Opposition’s fifth speaker. 

Speakers may be interrupted in two ways:  

by a Point of Information (P0I): 

 It is made by standing up with one’s hand on one’s head or one’s hand outstretched 
 They can only be asked after the first bell of the speech and before the second (at the 1 

minute mark and the 5 minute mark respectively)  
 Each speaker is penalized if they refuse to accept any POIs however they are expected to 

take no more than two in any speech. 
 Acceptance or refusal of a POI should be made clear, communicated politely either 

verbally or through a gesture.  
 POIs are included in the timing of the speech. 
 POIs are short, concise and usually open-ended questions that are used by the opposite 

team to throw the speaker off-balance and highlight the weaknesses in his or her 
argumentation. 

 When accepting a POI, the speaker should seize this opportunity to dismiss the POI asked 
as incorrect, redundant or irrelevant. 

 

or by a Point of Order (POO): 

 POOs are made at any point during the debate directly to the chairman who is obliged to 
accept them 

 They must only concern the running or the procedure of the debate 
 POOs are not included in the timing of the speech 
 A POO can only come from one of the ten speakers participating in the debate 

 

Communication during the debate 

The five speakers of each team may speak quietly among themselves during the debate but must 

not disturb the speaker. The coach is not allowed to communicate with his/her team during the 

debate. 



Winning a debate 
 

Deciding on a pool debate winning team 

 The winner of a debate is the team which has obtained the most votes from the jury. 

 After two debates, the number of wins and losses of each team is counted 

 In the case of a tie, the total number of votes in favor of each team is counted. The team 

with the most votes goes through to the semi-final.  

o It is essential therefore that, if there is consensus among the judges about which 

team has won, a 3-0 decision should be decided upon. No matter how brilliant 

and deserving a losing team may be and no matter how difficult the final decision 

was to make, a 2-1 decision can only be awarded if one of the judges is 100% 

convinced that the losing team deserved to win outright.  

 In the case of a tie in the total number of votes in favor of each team, the away debate 

advantage rule is used in which a team winning in their away debate is awarded double 

points. 

 In the unlikely event of a further tie, a play-off debate in a neutral location is organized 

 

Play-off debates 

Preparation time for play-off debates may be restricted although a minimum of 24 hours will be 

respected. The winner of a play-off debate will progress to the semi-final debate round. 

 

Semi-finals and Final 

Finally two semi-finals and a final are organized to separate the pool winners and confirm the 

winning team of the tournament. 


